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Mission

The General John W. Vessey |Jr.
Chapter represents and provides
advocacy by being the voice for the
military service member, the soldi¢
and his/her family. We carry that
message into our communities, fo
our civic leaders (local, city and
state), social organizations and aur
employers on how important it is tp
have a strong and responsive Ariny
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challenging world.
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The Vessey Chapter is dedicated| to : CIVIL WAR VETERAS
improving the lives of the soldiefs :
and their families by supporting
programs at the VA Hospitgl,
encouraging places of faith fo
y
d
s

participate with us, supportin
likeminded organizations an|
encouraging the busines
community to recognize the
importance of the Military.

150th Gettysburg Anniversary Commemoration
July 13, 2013

Minnesota's Civil War Commemorative Task Force, chaired by Secretary of State Ma

Inside Ritchie and State Representative Dean Urdahl, was a delegation that traveled to the
Page 2 Pennsylvania battlefield and participate in related anniversary events.
Army History
Page 3
Agge'*tﬁ?zt?&%ed While the Minnesota delegation was approximately than 100 peoplmembers of the
Tax Credits Vessey Chapter were a partatask force of Minnesotans that traveled to Gettysburg
Ve':‘;g; éolf on the 150th anniversary of the battle to commemorate the service and sacrifice of thi
Page 5 First Minnesota Volunteer Regiment. The group consisted of Chapter members MG
Wam‘“Q:Spr;;a;' Event 14 AugustRichard Nash, Don Nesheim, Mark Ritchie, Jerry Kyser and Bob Hejkal, along with M
GeKEylAya 2dNI[1YoRed2e bR LI2EAGAOLIE YR YAfAGINE fSIFRSN
Page 7 takenin front of the First Minnesota Monument.

National Convention

Vessey Golf 2013 ~ ¥4Annual Fundraiser & Golf Tournament

Chapter Officers Thursday
COL (Ret) Donald Kerr ]
President 15 August 2012
COL (Ret) Neil Hetherington . ;‘ £
1st VP Hasting Country CIU%
Lc Jgf,lds\;iphenson Hastings, Minnesota
Open Registration 11:00
Secretary
Ben LaBelle Shotgun Start 1 PM
Treasurer
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Army History by Jamie Fischer

The first week of July, 1863 was arguably the most critical
period in the American Civil War. Before this time, it
seemed likely that the Confederate States of America might
actually make good on their attempt to secede. After the

When Port Hudson surrendered a few days later, the Union
had control of the entire Mississippi River. In two weeks, the
fortunes of the Confederacy had suffered a major reverse;
the gains won at Chancellorsville and elsewhere had been
lost.

events of these days, the chances for the Rebels to succeed Both sides conducted raids and reprisals during the summer

waned. Two places distant from the capitols, two very dif-
ferent battles, can be clearly seen today to represent the
GKAIK GARS: 27

The great battle at Gettysburg is iconic; the recent com-
memorations in Pennsylvania caught the attention of the
entire nation (to include a delegation from Minnesota) and
rightly so. The two main armies collided in a classic meet-
ing engagemenwhen the battle began, neither knew ex-
actly where the other was, how their forces were arrayed,
or what their intentions were. General Lee used almost
every recognized form of maneuvdte tried a turning
movement, an envelopment, and a penetratian his ef-

fort to once again defeat the Army of the Potomac. There
was bravery on both sides and moments where the actions
of a few made a difference for thousands. Popular culture
and history have made much of Joshua Chamberlain and
0 KS HniK -fa-brdkgtBy@met cBagge at the far
end of the Union line on the second day of the battle. But
they were far from the only unit who displayed heroics. At
almost the same time, a few hundred yards to the north,
the 124" New York did the same, but with an entirely dif-
ferent result their charge broke the Confederate units be-
fore them but they were crushed by a new line of enemy
troops. It was not too long after these events that our own
1* Minnesota launched its costly charge to buy five critical
minutes for the Union reserves to come forward on Ceme-
tery Ridge.

OnJuly8s 6KAEfS tA01SGGQa
ing) in Pennsylvania, another Confederate general was fac-
ing his own trial. General John Pemberton, besieged in
Vicksburg, sent a note to General Grant requesting surren-
der terms. Grant accepted and sent Union forces (led by
the 4" Minnesota for its bravery during the siege) into the
city on the 4. By July'6Grant had paroled the 30,000
starving, sick defenders sending them back to their homes
with the hope that they would carry the spirit of their de-
feat to the rest of the Confederacy.

of 1863. Confederate raider John Hunt Morgan continued
his operations in northern territory fighting Federal forces in

(KS / 2yTSRS N‘?O(BJ@QHS’ Kentucky, crossing into Indiana to loot two towns

and riding through parts of Ohio before running into a heav-
ily fortified Union position where most of his force was killed
or captured. Morgan himself was apprehended on July 26 ir
New Lisbon, Ohio. In Kansas and Missouri, a war within the
war continued William Quantrill led over 300 men to on an
attack against Lawrence, Kansas killing every military age
male they could find (183) and burning the city. In response.
Union General Thomas Ewing forced civilians out of their
homes in several Missouri counties before burning their
homes, barns, and crops.

Vicksburg and Port Hudson were not the only sieges con-
ducted by Union forces during this time. The joint Army
Navy operations against Charleston, South Carolina contin-
ued. When attacking forces failed to make headway against
0KS OAGeQa FT2NIAFAOIGARZ2YyAX
trenches, shelling positions, and reducing defenses.

The events of Jundugust 1863 fuel debates about the role
2F GRSOA&AAQDSE ol dGfSa Ay KA
like Gettysburg can immediately change the course of a war.
| do not share that view. In hindsight, the victories at Gettys-
burg and Vicksburg are significant but should be seen more
as tipping points than turning points. At the end of August,
the South was still willing to resist and there were factions in
the North who were still unconvinced that the Union would
prevail. Those doubters would have cited the success of
a2NABIFIY YR vdzZ YGNREf Qa NI AR
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that the Union could not be held together by force. Only
later, looking back, could one see that the Confederacy
never again had the resources to launch a major offensive.
There would be other moments over the next 21 months
where the decision hung in the balance. It would take thou-
sands more casualties and millions of dollars of destroyed
property before the people of the South would give up on
their goal.

Continued...
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Fifty years ago in ViethanBuddhist demonstrations
occurred across the country. The Diem government
cracked down only increasing unrest. The Kennedy
administration debated whether the US should sup-
port the current Viethamese administration or support
a coup.

Footnotes:

!For some great books on Gettysburg and the First
Minnesota in the battle see: Sears, Stephen

W. Gettysburg Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2004;
Guelzo, Allen @Gettysburg: the Last InvasioNew
York: Knopf, 2013; and Leehan, Bridale Horse at
Plum Run: the First Minnesota at Gettyshusg Paul:
Minnesota Historical Society Press, 2002.

#Suggested reading on Vicksburg: Bearss, Edwin
C.Receding Tide: Vicksburg and Gettysburg: The Cam
paigns Thathanged the Civil WaWashington, DC:
National Geographic Society, 2010 and Groom,
Winston.Vicksburg 1863New York: Knopf, 2009.

% One of the failures that led to the assumption of
siege operations occurred on July 10, 1863 when the
54™ Massachusetts took heavy losses in its attack on
Battery Wagner. This unit and its courage were im-
mortalized in the movi&lory To learn more about
sieges, | recommend: Duffy, Christopheire and
Stone: the Science of Fortress Warfare, 16860 Edi-
son, NJ: Castle Books, 2006.

2,300 Minnesota soldiers have not claimed their
2009 military credit...

Thousands of Minnesota troops and veterans are encouragec
to take advantage of a refundable tax credit that is about to
expire. The Credit for Military Service in a Combat Zone will
expire on Oct. 15, 2013 for time served in 2009.

More than 2,300 qualifying soldiers have yet to claim the
credit potentially worth hundreds of dollars. The soon to ex-
pire Credit for Military Service in a Combat Zone is for soldier:
who served in a combat zone or qualified hazardous duty are:
in 2009. For military time served during 2009, the credit is
$120 per month served.

To receive the credit, soldiers must fiterm M99, Credit for
Military Service in a Combat Zgrand attach corresponding
Form DB214. If still on active duty, soldiers may attach Leave

and Earnings statements for each month of qualifying service
They must have been a Minnesota resident during the time o
service to qualify. For more information on the military tax
credit and to fill out the form, visit our website at
www.revenue.state.mn.usApplications must be postmarked
or in our hands by Oct. 15, 2013.

Tax credits for service in a combat zone are also available for
2010, 2011 and 2012. For more information, visit ilenbers

of the Military page on our websitand sign up for email up-
dates on military credits, application deadlines and tax law
changes.

SAVE THE DATE...

Friday, September 20, 2013

Hotel Sofitel

5601 W 78th Street, Bloomington, MM

6:00 pm Silent Auction & Social Hour Reception
7:30 pm Dinner and Program

Call 651-291-8756 or visit www.mac-v.org
to reserve your seat today!

MACY is a nonprofit that provides assistance to Minnesota

wveterans and their families. By attending this event you are

helping us raise funds to support our work with veterans in need. 1
Learn more about MACV at www.mac-v.org

1835 Energy Park Drive, St. Paul, MN 55108



http://www.revenue.state.mn.us/Forms_and_Instructions/2009/forms_m99_09.pdf
http://www.revenue.state.mn.us/Forms_and_Instructions/2009/forms_m99_09.pdf
http://www.revenue.state.mn.us/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.revenue.state.mn.us/individuals/individ_income/Pages/Members_of_the_Military.aspx
http://www.revenue.state.mn.us/individuals/individ_income/Pages/Members_of_the_Military.aspx

Dollars raised £

the association of the united states army

support:
14" Annual Fundraiser & Polytrauma
Party at the
VA .
Golf Tournament Personal Information:
Toys4Military |Name/Company:
in memory of KidS Street:
‘ Phone:
General City, State, Zip:
Operating Email:
Funds Complete for Individual, teams, or sponsored foursome
Golfer 1: ;U
Arm(_ad Forces name D
Service Center Pphone/Email o
. Golfer 2: ()]
Shlpment§ t0  Name =
soldiersin  phone/Email Q)
theater Golfer 3: :'-.
Name O
‘ Emergency  phone/Emai S
Chief Inspiration Officer relief for mili- Golfer 4: _I_I
tary families  Name o
SSG Nathan Vacho in need Phone/Emalil ~
Thursday August 15, 2013 Scholarship 3
. Fund General Level Spons@s golfers) $5000
HaStIng Country CIUb CSM Level Spons@rgolfers) $2500
JROTC/ROTC
Hastings, Minnesota Colonel Level Sponsgrgolfers) $1500
Staff Captain Level Spons@rgolfers) $1000
Sergeant Staff Sergeant Level Sponsor| $300
Individual Registration $125
Sponsor ) )
In Kind Cash Donations Any Amount
$300 Sponsorships & Donations are TAX DEDUCTIBLE
Total:
% Please make checks payable to
‘ Vessey Chapter of AUSA
J XN | y Chap
Enables two Mail:  Golf w/ Vessey Chapter AUSA
soldiers to 1130 Montreal Ave. St. Paul, MN
www.vesseychapter.org attend!
AUSA is a Non Profit Organization under Section 501(c)(3) with Tax |E4 83361

4 Star General $5,000

A A AK

We will work with each tournament
sponsor to customize an appropriate
package that may include prominent

Command Sergeant Major

$2,500

Colonel $1,500

Benefits include afternoonexclusivehole
sponsorship and foursome
Captain $1,000

recognition in print materials, program,
signage and twelve (three foursomes)
of golf.

Benefits include sponsorship, afternoon
exclusive hole sponsorship, Trophy of
Cash sponsorship, eight golfers.

Benefits include afternoon hole sponsorship
and foursome

1835 Energy Park Drive, St. Paul, MN 55108
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Command Sergeant Major Sponsc m WAY

FEDERAL CREDIT UNIOM

Robert W. Baird & Co.

Many thanks to everyone who has stepped up! The 15 August golf fundraiser is coming together a
as you know this is our only fundraiser. Everything you do is appretidkedbottle of wine dona-
tion to sponsorship every bit helps.

We have made a small schedule change due to input from previous events. Registration will be at
same time, 11 AM. Followed by Noon lunch and presentation. We have received confirmation that
CSM Donald Thomas will be joining us from National. Expect a briefing after lunch followed by 1 P
Shotgun start.

As the golfers come in starting at 5 PM heavy appetizers will be served along with a cash bar. If yc
were unable to join the golfers all day, this is your chance to support the chapter and join in. We w
wrap up by posting awards and raffle winners. Some items include fishing trip, Family Pack of eve
GAYSS FAAKAYIAKKdzyGAy3a AdGSyax

It is not too late, there are golfing spots open and we welcome all members to stop in after 5PM ar
join the festivities.

Again many thanks to our sponsors and supporters!

WARNING
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ning a reception open to all Chapter members at 4:30 PM on the 14th at 03T weat 2folk =lp 3«

lowed by dinner off the menu. Please check the our website for confirmation or watch for
email invitation.
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CSM Donald E. Thomas, USA, Ret
Assistant DirectorNoncommissioned Officer & Soldier Programs

. CSM Thomas, a native of Fairfax, Va., was drafted into the United States Army on January 26, 1971
completing Basic and Military Police Advanced Individual Training, he was assigned to numerous ins

tions both stateside and overseas. CSM Thomas concluded his career as the Command Sergeant M

United Nations Command, Combined Forces Command, United States Forces Korea, and Eighth Ur

States Army, Yongsan, Korea.

CSM Thomas began serving as the Assistant Director of NCO & Enlisted Affairs, now known as Non

missioned Office& Soldier Programs, Association of the United States Army, shortly after his retireme
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http://www.ausa.org/resources/nco/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.mancinis.com/
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